MINUTES OF THE 2010 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN ESSEX DISTRICT CRICKET BOARD 
HELD AT LOUGHTON CC ON SUNDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2011
Present:

C Greenhill, D Courtney,  D Coates, G Jelley, R Singh, F Goldman, P Simpson,  D Shewring, I Gilbert,  P Mitchell, A Shields, A Turner,  G Neicho, S Neicho,  M Campbell, M Davies, P Bussey,  K Hurst,  H Davies,  P McIlwine, M Ikram, T Hebden, G Sandy,  C Chuter, T Smith, N Kalley, I Kothia,  M Guest,  J Olivelle, C McGuinness, A Baig, K Heazel, I McDonald, N Rathakrishnan, A Medley, L Vamadevon, S Khan, H Khan, I Aziz, S Sullivan, A Parmanand, S Parmanand, B Kumar, M Peters, N Ison, A Tester, P Dawson, K Rana, D Newson, G Aylott, D Thorne, D Eades, H Jaspal, C Robson, J Oliver, K Singh, C Batt, G Smith   (a few others who failed to sign the attendance sheet) 

Apologies: T.Francis, J Best, P Williams.
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ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 2009 AGM HELD AT LOUGHTON on SUNDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2010 AND ANY MATTERS ARISING.
The minutes were approved there were no matters arising.

2
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (David Courtney)

We must thank John Best Freddie Goldman and Cliff Greenhill plus all those others on the committee who give tremendous service as volunteers. Also to Graham Jelley who works tirelessly for cricket in Essex. A big thank you to all the club managers and administrators for all they do within their clubs.

However there have been too many incidents of bad behaviour mostly from parents but also on occasions from club officials. Fortunately the young players were well behaved but what sort of example does this set to eleven and thirteen year olds. Cliff Greenhill will talk more of this later.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT (Cliff Greenhill)

We are thankful to Tracey Davies and her County Board Development team for their continued all round support.  We would particularly like to thank Graham Jelley who in addition to his many other duties is our Cricket Development Officer.

Coach education is now dealt with directly at the county by Graham Smith who is here today. 

Graham is also dealing with the county competitions.

It is a requirement that coaches have attended First Aid and Safeguarding Children courses before they can attain a coaching qualification. These courses must be attended every three years so many of our qualified coaches will need to re-sit them. All bookings need to be made and paid for via the County Cricket Board at Chelmsford. Clubs are required to appoint a Club Welfare Officer and to adopt the ECB Safe Hands policy document. There is much correspondence about Under 12s and below playing in adult cricket. The position is that  Under 12s will not be allowed to play in competitive League cricket. 

We don’t have many meetings as a committee but there is a wealth of experience and a number of our officials serve on several committees both at club and county level. There are inter-board meetings at Chelmsford to attend.

Although we have all this experience we still rely on the same few volunteers and these are declining.

We received donations from the Jack Petchey Foundation. The Petchey money enables us to subsidise youth competitions. The Petchey Organisation gave eight monthly achievement awards of £200 in 2010 and the winners were  Portia Blogg (Buckhurst Hill/ now Woodford Wells) Bradley Dew (Walthamstow) Saf Imtiaz (Ilford) Hamza Muhammad (Leyton County) Anjar S Nijjar (Beehive) Daniel Lawrence (Chingford) Matthew Reid Evans (Bancroft’s / Woodford Wells) Cordelia Griffith (Loughton). Don Coates was awarded  Leader’s Award  (£500) for his outstanding work with our youth cricket.

The Petchey Organisation cut back dramatically on their funding to clubs and organisations.  

They also indicated that our activities no longer met their funding criteria and we did not receive funding in January 2010.

Following a lengthy meeting with Len Enoch and myself they agreed to continue supporting us and we were reinstated in February 2010 but we need to involve youngsters more in the selection of the winners and are limited as to how we can spend the awards.

We also obtained a grant of £2000 from the Essex Youth Trust to support District Cricket but this has not yet been received and so does not appear in the accounts.

We also received £2800 from Capital Social Care and Housing.

Vic Griffith has co-ordinated the coaching for our trials and District squads at Under 11, Under 13 and Under 15 levels. Haydn Davies Don Coates and myself have dealt with the administration work (approximately 350 trialists) Vic has been helped by a number of senior local coaches.  We need a new team manager for the Under 13 team with matches being played against the other four Essex Board sides. 

Ansar Hussain is continuing to run the Under 11team.  

Mohammed Ikram is continuing to run the Under 15 team.

Facilities:

Graham Jelley will advise about any developments on major projects.

Frenford are involved in a move to the PLA ground.

Flanders Field has been worked on to involve Newham junior sides at that venue.

Trinity School have renovated the Whitbread ground in Woodford and have developed two cricket squares.

Women and Girls Cricket;

 Loughton Harold Wood and Wanstead have very successful women’s teams. Loughton played in the Southern Premier League but sadly were relegated in the final match.

Tracy Smith has agreed to represent Women and Girls Cricket on behalf of the Met Board.

Dave Letch has asked all our clubs to provide names and ages of any girl cricketers they have. He needs to provide stats to Sport England and we hope to set up inter district competitions.

There was a two day Chance to Shine MCC Spirit of Cricket Course last August at Loughton. The coaches included 5 women international players led by Charlotte Edwards. This course will take place again this year on 15th and 16th August.

Adult Cricket:

Summer: Brentwood won the SNEL Premier League Wanstead were runners-up and Wanstead beat Loughton in the final of the League Cup. Ardleigh Green and South Woodford were promoted to the Premier League Gidea Park & Romford and Upminster were relegated.

South Woodford won the Essex 20/20 Competition

Thurrock won the Lords International League  Leytonstone Youth won the Gujarati Premier League. East Essex won the Sunday League Premier and Aztec the West division.

Indoors: Fives & Heronians won the MET Ilford Indoor League and beat Ardleigh Green in the play off with Havering to reach the county finals. 

The league is thriving with three Divisions of 12 teams one at Peter May and the others at Bancroft’s and the new Frenford PLA ground.

Youth Cricket:

Summer: Freddie Goldman has organised our youth cricket brilliantly.  The finals took place at Loughton and Woodford Wells and were a great success. In the Under 11 final Wanstead beat Buckhurst Hill. In the Under 13 final Ilford beat Buckhurst Hill. In the Under 15 Final Wanstead beat Woodford Wells. Chelmsford beat Goresbrook in the county Under 13 final and Wanstead beat Woodford Wells in the Under 15 Final. Brentwood beat Woodford Wells in the Under 13 Peter Coe Cup. Wanstead beat Brentwood in an excellent Matchplay final. 

Freddie has produced comprehensive lists of contacts and competition entry details.

Indoor: The 2009/10 season was played at Peter May (Under 11/13 Fridays) and Bancroft’s (Under 15 Fridays) .   The winners were U11div 1 Old Parkonians, Under 11 div 2 South Loughton Under 13 div 1 Woodford Wells A Under 13 div 2 Beehive A, Under 13 div 3 Robert Clack, Under 15 div 1 Woodford Wells A, Under 15 div 2 Walthamstow, Under 15 Div 3 Ilford B 

Our Friday night winter indoor youth competition has once again been a great success.  79 sides are taking part and I am grateful to Don Coates for his help. There are a total of  310  matches at the Peter May Centre  Bancroft’s School and the new Frenford PLA Centre. 

There will again be a presentation evening at the end of the season.

It is important that this is well attended to show the Petchey Organisation the volume of our activity.

Behaviour has been a major issue. I umpired a very unpleasant Under 11 Final at Loughton between Buckhurst Hill and Wanstead where a lady scorer was left in tears and the behaviour of coaches parents and some players set a terrible example of the spirit of cricket or the lack of it.

We have had a qualified umpire walk out in the middle of an indoor session. He had been accused of cheating. Despite my writing to all clubs we have had other incidents of qualified impartial umpires being accused of cheating by parents. What sort of example does this set to 11 and 13 year olds. Some sides still pick A team stars in their B teams and ruin the evening for the opposition and their own B team players. The League was set up to provide winter practice and coaching for young players. For many years we were able to keep the costs down by allowing the club coach to umpire. Unfortunately blatant cheating and threats of being sued have meant we are obliged to pay independent officials to umpire and administer the matches. 

It is also very disappointing that I have to repeatedly chase clubs to get the entry fees. Clubs who have to be repeatedly chased after the deadlines will not be eligible for trophies.

We have also had reports of  outdoor matches where away clubs are not being made welcome and especially not being given refreshments in between innings.

Alan Medley suggested that the committee should do look at what they will do to punish clubs who do cause trouble, possible loss of points or even suspension from the competition. 
Midweek and Summer 20/20

These competitions run by Len Enoch have again proved very successful. Please contact Len to enter in 2011. 

Disabilities:

Graham Jelley will advise on progress. Essex has appointed a Disability Officer. There have been courses on table cricket for people with severe disabilities. Venues with appropriate access are required for various teams. 

Groundsmanship:

 Norman Reynolds is the MET representative on the ECCB Groundsmanship Committee.

A  County Trailer is held by Peter Sherwood one of the County ECB Essex Pitch Advisors. Clubs can  hire this equipment but have to use Pete to operate it. There have been problems in the past as on occasions the equipment has been damaged. 

Volunteering:

Essex have appointed Paul Pratt to advise and assist clubs on obtaining volunteers.

Paul is based at Chelmsford and can be contacted on 01245-254015.

We have our own website with our own webmaster George Salmon. 

Local umpires support our adult and youth tournaments and umpire and scorer training courses run at both Wanstead and Hornchurch. 

To sum up there is a fantastic amount of good work being done but we still rely too heavily on too few people. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT (Cliff Greenhill on behalf of John Best)                                                                                                                                        

The 2010 draft accounts were distributed. Bob Cocker will review the accounts in the next few weeks.
Affiliation fees are lower as the Gujarati League paid directly to Essex. We are grateful for grants received and also that a number of volunteers do not claim for money spent especially on district cricket and summer matches. If everyone claimed all they were entitled to our expenditure would be between £1k and £2k more than it is. 
The draft accounts were accepted.

A vote of thanks was given to John Best and to Bob Cocker the scrutineer.

The ECB County affiliations for 2011 show small increases and are as follows;

Gold Affiliation: £125 for clubs who normally run a minimum of three sides on any day. Gold affiliation is available to smaller clubs requiring the range of initiatives detailed below.

Silver Affiliation: £80 is for clubs who normally run a minimum of two sides on any day. Silver affiliation is available to any club requiring assistance with any two of the Gold affiliation initiatives.

Bronze Affiliation; £50 all other clubs. Except bronze affiliation for the first time remains at £30. 

If you are a club in the Silver or Bronze category but wish help from the Essex Cricket Board on the following initiatives you may get this help by paying the higher fee. The initiatives are; all aspects of youth cricket; grant aid; women’s and girl’s cricket; disabilities; development planning; facility development; coaching and coach education. 

Schools/Colleges £10.
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CRICKET DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT (Graham Jelley)
CLUBMARK

We have 16 clubs accredited for Clubmark, with  6 needing to be re-accredited in 2011. We have a further 13 clubs registered, a number of which are close to accreditation. For the SNEL League, clubs MUST be accredited (or re-accredited) for clubmark by end of the current season otherwise they will be excluded from Premier league for the 2012 season. This now also applies to those clubs that play/will play in Division1 in 2011. A reminder that Clubmark requires the input of a development plan on to the ECB County Board Management System (CBMS), via the club’s play cricket website.

COACH EDUCATION

The responsibility for the administration of coach education has now been taken back inhouse under the responsibility of Graham Smith

Level 1 course held at Forest School, with another one due at newvic in Newham, which has also hosted a Level 2 course.

We are also now running a number of 1st aid courses and SPC courses around the county to assist candidates and club coaches.

We have arranged a Level 1 course at Chlemsford on Friday evenings commencing 6th May 2011

Full information can be found on the revamped ECCB website  www.essexcricket.org.uk
NATWEST CRICKETFORCE

An annual event scheduled for the weekend 8th, 9th & 10th April 2011  It is not too late to register. We have 15 met board clubs registered

www.ecb.co.uk/natwestcricketforce.

CHANCE TO SHINE

We have an in county C2S project, concentrating on girls’ cricket in the met board area. Dave Letch. Who now has specific responsibility for the development of cricket for women and girls, will be leading the project 

CLUB WELFARE

Jeni Murrell is the County Welfare Officer, and any enquiries should be directed to her, details on the website. 

The training courses for CWO’s (formerly Time to Listen) has been replaced by the ECB Safe Hands Workshop and Jeni will be organising more courses around the county for club welfare officers to complete/renew 

There are new regulations regarding the recruitment of overseas players/coaches that wish to come to UK and receive payment ( mainly those that have played 1st class cricket), these have been communicated to clubs. Further information can be obtained from ECB   www.ecb.co.uk/managedmigration there is also information on the ECCB website

AFFILIATION

As part of the affiliation process again this year, all clubs have been asked to complete a ‘club declaration form’. Clubs also need to provide contact details for their various officers, each officer needs to complete a separate form and these should be returned to Cliff. If such contact forms were completed and sent in last year, and the details have not changed, then ‘a new form is not required’. Small increase of £5 across the board

ESSEX GROUNDSMAN ASSOCIATION

Graham Pryke is in charge, the following courses have been arranged at Billericay CC:- 

Sat 5th March,     Foundation Part A  £90 – 

Sat 12th March,   Intermediate        £125 – 

Sat 19th March ,   Advanced              £125 - 

Sat 8th October ,  Foundation Part B  £90 –

 for information contact Graham Pryke graham.pryke.essex@ecb.co.uk  Even if a club’s pitch is prepared by a local authority, the club will probably have a grounds committee/or individual and it would be worthwhile attending. All information, including the newsletter, is on the board website.  There are still a number of places available on all these courses

CRICKET FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

We have appointed Patrick Ward as the Dsiability Development Officer. We are moving forward well in this area, Cricket 4 change (formerly LCCA) are delivering a chance to shine project, called ‘hit the top’ covering various disability groups. This has linked in well with South Loughton CC, who are working hard on development in this area. There is also now a disability club (for learning & physical disability) at Gidea Park & Romford a VI club has been established – Essex Tigers VI team. At the moment this will be the county VI team, but as other clubs are established around the county it is hoped that a selection process will be introduced. We also hope to have more clubs establishing disability sections via our work with ‘Hit the Top’

We now have a county disability team (adults with learning & physical disabilities). We will also be delivering table cricket in the met board area, to those children with severe disabilities.

GENERAL:-

· Development of Newham CC junior club

· Three lane outdoor nets at Flanders Field

· Street Chance in Newham and Barking & Dagenham & Waltham Forest

· Working with LB of Newham re cricket facilities in the borough

· Potential development of cricket faciltities in LB of Barking &     Dagenham, with particular reference to Barking Park

JUNIOR PLAYERS IN ADULT CRICKET

The ECB has recently issued another  revision to the  guidelines on youngsters playing in ‘open age cricket’ (adult cricket.

Grateful thanks to Cliff and  Jo for all their help and support
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

President:

Graham Sandy
Vice President:

Haydn Davies

Chairman:

David Courtney

Secretary:

Cliff Greenhill

Treasurer:

John Best

Treasurer’s Assistant:
Inayat Kothia

Youth Secretary:
Freddie Goldman
Groundsmanship:
Norman Reynolds

Committee Members
Inayat Kothia, Terry Francis, Don Coates, Tracy Smith, Paul Bussey. 
Honorary Scrutineer:
Bob Cocker

Graham Sandy gave his usual brief speech, advising that this will be his last year as President. He has sounded John Lever about taking over. He then ran through the history of the MET Board back to the early times of the Ilford & District Cricket Association. He noted how few secretaries we have had in that time.  

He thanked Loughton for hosting the AGM 
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Inayat Kothia asked clubs to contact him if they had grounds available on Sunday afternoons. The Gujarati League is expanding and some clubs are looking for home grounds. Inayat’s number is (07956-967652)
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